
Each fall as part of the 
annual stewardship drive, 
members of the congregation 
are invited to make a pledge 
of financial support to the 

ministries of Grace for the upcoming year.  
 

The purpose of pledging is:  to encourage 
members to take time to prayerfully consider 
what they are willing and able to financially 
share of their own resources to enable 
ministries of Grace to be maintained and grow.  
When individuals and families prayerfully 
consider their response, they are practicing 
what is called òfirst fruitsó giving.  They have an 
intentional giving plan as they respond to the 
blessings of God.  
 

The purpose of pledging is not:  to determine the 
congregational budget for the next fiscal year.  
Why not?  Pledge results canõt be used to plan 
the congregational budget because only 18 -20% 
of congregational giving units return their 
pledge information to the church after the 
stewardship drive is complete.  
 

So what does pledging òaccomplishó?  First, it 
encourages members to reflect and act in a 
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the week of January 27.   Please have articles in to the Church Office by 12:00 noon on Monday, January 27.  

We celebrate Christ, 

teach Christ, 

witness to Christ, 

and care for others 

as though they are Christ. 

deliberate manner as they financially support the 
ministries of the congregation and give thanks 
for the blessings of God in their lives.  Second, 
pledge results do assist in council discussions as 
the budget is being prepared.  Historically pledge 
results have provided an accurate indication of 
what overall congregational giving trends will be 
for the next year.  
 

The results of the fall pledge drive can be 
summarized in the following manner:  
 

Pledges to the Congregation:   Offering money 
used here equips our congregation for ministry. 
Offering money pays for staff salaries, building 
maintenance costs and programming expenses.  
(Programming expenses include: education 
materials, worship materials, newsletter 
publication, mailings, etc.)  
 

Pledges to the congregation are up over last year.  
Pledges to ELCA Benevolence :  Grace Lutheran 
Church is a member congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
Offering money used here supports the work of 
the larger church including new mission 
developments, seminary education, etc.  

Contôd. on Page 2 



WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE 

RECEIPT OF A GIFT TO:RECEIPT OF A GIFT TO:   
¶ the Radio Fund given in loving memory of 

Ken and Pat by Nathalie Brunette and 
family.  

¶ Grace Lutheran Church given in loving 
memory of Bernice by Robert Vorpahl.  

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIPPREPARATION FOR WORSHIP   
 

Saturday, Jan. 21 & Sunday, Jan. 22  
Third Sunday after Epiphany  
Events:  

Grace Full Hands  
Lessons:  
Jonah 3:1 -5, 10, Psalm 62:5 -12,  
1 Corinthians 7:29 -31, Mark 1:14 -20  
  

Saturday, Jan. 28 & Sunday, Jan. 29  
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
Events:  
Annual Meeting  
Lessons:  
Deuteronomy 18:15 -20, Psalm 111,  
1 Corinthians 8:1 -13, Mark 1:21 -28 

WORSHIP SERVICES TIMESWORSHIP SERVICES TIMES   

Worship times will be Saturday at 5:00 
p.m. and Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.  

 
Our Worship is Broadcast on 

Radio 1400AM at 8:00 a.m.  
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Pledges to ELCA Benevolence are up over last 
year.  
 

Lutheran Church of the Wilderness :  Lutheran 
Church of the Wilderness is a sister 
congregation of Grace Lutheran church.  It is 
located in Bowler, Wisconsin.  Our financial 
assistance to this Native American congregation 
helps pay for their outreach needs.  
 

Pledges to Lutheran Church of the Wilderness 
are slightly down over last year.  
 

Capital Improvements :  Offering money used 
here helps to defray major building needs, i.e. 
new boiler, renovation work, etc.  
Pledges to Capital Improvements are up over 
last year.  
 

What does this mean?  Is the economy 
improving?  Thatõs not clear yet.  What is clear 
is that we are grateful for the growing support of 
the ministry and mission of Grace Lutheran 
Church among those who pledge.  We do work 
hard to earn that trust and support and will 
continue to do so throughout the new year!  
Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel at 
Grace,  
 

Pastors Julie and Larry  

Contôd. from Front Page 

Saturday, Feb. 4 & Sunday, Feb. 5  
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
Events:  

1st Communion  
Pizza Pick -up  
Blood Pressure Screening  
LWR Coffee Sale  
Confirmation Sunday School  
Lessons:  
Isaiah 40:21 -31, Psalm 147:1 -11, 20c,  
1 Corinthians 9:16 -23, Mark 1:29 -39  
 

Saturday, Feb. 11 & Sunday, Feb. 12  
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  
Events:  
Confirmation Sunday School  
Adult Education  
Lessons:  
2 Kings 5:1 -14, Psalm 30, 1 Corinthians 9:24 -
27, Mark 1:40 -45  

A FUNERAL/MEMORIAL SERVICE WAS A FUNERAL/MEMORIAL SERVICE WAS 

HELD FOR:HELD FOR:   
 
¶ on December 22, 2011 for Janis Mielke.  
  

òO Lord, remember your people.ó 

ALTAR & FLOOR STAND ALTAR & FLOOR STAND 

FLOWERS:  FLOWERS:  The new sign up 
sheet for flowers for 2012 is now 

available on the wall near the coat 
racks.  The cost for altar & floor 
stand flowers is $40.00.  Please 

sign up on one of the many available 
weekends.  You are encouraged to take your 
flowers home after the last service on the 

Sunday that you sign up for and enjoy 
them.   
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HEIFER PROJECT HEIFER PROJECT 

UPDATEUPDATE  
Each month, a Sunday 
School Class gets to vote on 
how to spend the Sunday 

School Benevolence money.  We talk about 
being good stewards and taking care of those in 

need.   Every Sunday School student then gets 
a playing card with the animal we purchased 
that month.  
 
Since September 2011 the Sunday School has 
purchased:  

5 flocks of chickens  
2 trios of rabbits  
1 pig & 9 shares  
3 packets of seeds & 1 share  

NEW IN THE LIBRARY:NEW IN THE LIBRARY:   

 
Grief:  
A series of videos from Paraclete Press on 
grieving will be available soon in our library.  
Some of these are award -winning videos; some 
have been commended for use by pastors and 

counselors for years; all of them could be a 
blessing for those who grieve.  Especially 
important about this series:  
 

ƍ  some of the videos are aimed at helping 
children and teens with grief  

ƍ  each of the videos addresses a different 
kind of loss.   

 

If you make use of these videos, please let me 
know if they were helpful and please return them 
promptly so they are available to as many 
members as possible.  Here are the titles of the 
videos in the series:  
 

ƍ  Journey Through the Shadows: Hope for 
Healing After Someone You Love has 
Committed Suicide  

ƍ  Helping Children Grieve 
ƍ  When A Loved One Dies: Walking Through 

Grief as a Teenager  
ƍ  Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to 

the End of Life with Walter Wangerin Jr.  
ǒ  At Death's Door: Facing the Terminal Illness 

of a Loved One  
ƍ  Beyond Death's Door: Help for the Healing 

Process After Someone You Love has Died  

ǒ  A Placed Prepared: Helping Childr en 
Understand Death and Heaven  

 

Christian Spirituality and History:  
The Didache  
Two DVD series about Christian Spirituality and 
History will also soon be available in the library.  
The first introduces us to The Didache or the  
Teaching of the Twelve.  This late first -century 
òbook,ó was regarded by many early Christians 
as worthy of being included in the New 
Testament.  Learning what many early 
Christians thought about life together as 
Christians is very interesting, but may also 

speak to our life together as Christians in the 
21 st century.   
 

Five of the essential classic spiritual works  
One interesting new òmovementó among 
Christians is called the New Monastic 
movement: Christians òchecking outó of the 
traditional corporate work world to live 
cooperatively with other Christians to 
accomplish goals of Godõs kingdom.  These 
groups of Christians draw on spiritual 
teachings from throughout the history of 
Christianity.  Five òspiritual classicsó are 
presented in this DVD:  
 

ƍ  writings of Desert Fathers and Mothers. 
ƍ  sermons of St. John Chrysostom. 

ƍ  St. Benedict's Rule   
ƍ  The Cloud of Unknowing 
ƍ  The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a 

Kempis.  
 

Never heard of them?  Their enduring 
influence on Christianity commends them to 
all of us!  
 
The DVDs are presented by Jonathan Wilson -
Hartgrove ña leader of the New Monasticism 
movement and the author of many books 

including The Wisdom of Stability: Rooting 
Faith in a Mobile Culture and  Lauren F. 
Winner ñthe bestselling author of Mudhouse 
Sabbath and Girl Meets God and Assistant 
Professor of Christian Spirituality at Duke 
Divinity School.  



4 

February 2012February 2012   For Room Numbers see òToday at Graceó 

on the wall in the Lobby.  
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THANNUAL MEETING OF TH E E 

CONGREGATION:CONGREGATION:   
  

Sunday, January 29, 2012  
Between the worship services in 

the Sanctuary  
  

Quorum of 100 Voting Members is 
needed.  

 

   - Review of 2011  
   - Election of Officers, Council 

& Board Members  
   - Vote on By Law Changes  

  

NOTICE:NOTICE:     

To ensure the deductibility of your 
church contributions, do not file your 

2011 income tax return until you have 
received a written acknowledgment of 
your contributions from the church. 

Some of your contributions may not be 
tax -deductible if you file your tax return 
before receiving a written acknowledge-

ment of your contributions from the 
church.   Giving statements will be sent 

out by January 31, 2012.  

LAP ROBESLAP ROBES   

The people at Bellin 
Health Cancer Team are 

requesting lap robes for 
patients receiving chemo 
treatments.  If you 

would be willing to knit or crochet a lap 
robe, it would be much appreciated.  
Please leave them in the Church Office.  

Thank you for your help.  

CHURCH OFFICE HELPER NEEDED.CHURCH OFFICE HELPER NEEDED.         

Itõs very important that our employee with 
the most seniority (our Secretary Ann 

Zehms!) is able to take the vacation she 
has earned over her long years of service at 
Grace.   Because our only other office 

employee is only part -time, we really do 
need volunteers to help in the office so that 
the phone and the door can be answered.     

Responsibilities include:                 
ƍ  answering the doorbell and phones 

ƍ  greeting people who stop by the office 
ƍ  other clerical help (making 

photocopies, etc.)  

Training is provided!  
  

Date(s) and Time(s):  as needed on 
weekdays  
Hours needed:  dependent on volunteer 

availability and office needs  

NEWSLETTER NEWSLETTER VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDEDNEEDED ..   
To assemble, tape and put labels on the 

Good News of Grace.  
  

Date(s)&Time(s):  Every other Wednesday 
morning at 8:00 a.m.  
  

Hours needed:  approximately 1 1/2 ð2 

hour  If you can volunteer for or would like more 
information about one of the positions listed, 
please call the Church Office at 432 -0308.  
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WOMEN OF THE CHURCH  

òYOUNG AT HEARTó LUNCHòYOUNG AT HEARTó LUNCH  

Join us on February 10 for the 
next Young at Heart lunch.  

Our speaker will be Connie 
Greenawald, Director of CASA.  

CASA stands for Court Appointed Special 

Advocates.  It is a non -profit organization 
staffed by volunteers who are appointed 
by the court to òserve as the voice of 

neglected and abused children in the 
courtroomó.  Sometimes these volunteers 

are the only consistent adult in a childõs 
life.  Bob Leonowicz has volunteered to 
make booyah for lunch.  We will also be 

having the ògoodó hot dogs and homemade 
bars.  If you are able, please bring a non -

perishable food item for our food pantry.  
The sign up sheet is on the courtesy desk 
or call the Church Office.  

SILENT AUCTION SILENT AUCTION 

DONATIONS WANTEDDONATIONS WANTED  

The Board of Youth & Family 

is currently taking donation 
for the Silent Auction March 
3rd  and 4 th .  Proceeds raised 

during the auction support the 2012 
Washington, DC Mission Trip. We are 
looking for new items , themed baskets, 

homemade items, services, gift cards, etc. 
Please drop your item off at the Church 

Office or in the sacristy.    

SUPER BOWL TAKE & SUPER BOWL TAKE & 

BAKE PIZZA SALEBAKE PIZZA SALE  

Order your 14ó Take & Bake 

Pizza for Super Bowl 
Sunday.   Order forms are 

available on the Courtesy Desk in the 

Church Office.   Money is due at time of 
order.   Orders are due by January 
31 st.  Pick -up your pizzas on Super Bowl 

Weekend after worship,  February 4 th  & 
5 th .  Proceeds support the DC Mission 

Trip 2012.  

NEW MEMBER CLASS:NEW MEMBER CLASS:   A New Member 

class has been scheduled for Saturday, 
January 21, from 9:00 a.m. ð 12 noon.  If 

you are interested in learning more about 
membership at Grace, please contact 
Pastor Julie at (432 -0308) or 

pastorjulie@gracegb.org.  
  

THANK YOU KINDLY FROTHANK YOU KINDLY FRO M WOCM WOC   

Again your kindness and generosity was shown for our òOperation 
Christmasó project.  The gifts received for our disadvantaged adults in area 

group homes were fabulous.  
 

Thanks to Grace Congregation  
 

Women of the Church:   Helen Schiller, Chair     Nancy Jantz, Treas.  


